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CHARNWOOD FOREST. By C. N. Hadfield. Leicester: Backus (for the Leicester-

shire County Council). 1952. xvii + 104 pp. £1. 
This account of Charnwood Forest has been written by the County Planning Officer. 
It begins with chapters on geology and natural history, based on the notes of the late 
Mr. H. H . Gregory, whose devotion to the Forest is well known. A chapter on 
human history follows, a superficial and not always accurate sketch: but it is 
difficult to compress the whole story into a small space. After a brief account of 
communications and public services, we reach the most important part of the book: 
Chapter VII, "Conclusions and Recommendations". Mr. Hadfield here considers 
some of the problems that face those who administer the Forest now. Should it 
be declared a National Park? Mr. Hadfield's is a sensible answer, and it will 
surely command general assent. It would be "misguided enthusiasm", he says, 
to press for its protection in this way: "wider recognition on such a basis might 
well be disastrous for such a small area". Instead, he urges a gradually increas
ing measure of public ownership as the best means of protecting the Forest from 
the contrary dangers that threaten it: undesirable development on the one hand, 
and on the other an artificial "preservation" that would stultify, and ultimately 
destroy, its natural economic life. Mr. Hadfield's conception of planning, unlike 
that of some other planners, is a temperate and reasonable one. 

Four appendices provide lists of some suggested geological and nature reserves 
in the Forest, of its antiquities, of the parts that have become public property 
through private benefaction, and of its viewpoints. Finally there is a brief biblio
graphy. This is an oddly haphazard affair, in which William Burton's Description 
of Leicestershire is attributed to "William Baxter", and no mention is made of 
Potter's Charnwood Forest (which must still be regarded, on some points at least, 
as the standard authority) or of the Leicestershire Report of the Land Utilisation 
Survey of Britain (1943). There are eighteen pages of illustrations, useful but 
undistinguished, and an end-paper map. The book is pleasantly produced, in 
an agreeable binding: but, fully allowing for present-day costs of production, its 
price is extremely high. 

JACK SIMMONS 

ASHBY DE LA ZoucH CASTLE. By T. L. Jones. H .M. Stationery Office. 1953. 
28 pp. IS. 6d. 

The publication of a new guide-book to Leicestershire's most impressive ruin (pace 
Kirby Muxloe) is an event of importance. A great deal of careful study has gone 
into the preparation of the text, and my immediate criticism must be modified by 
the knowledge that the author is preparing a longer work on the subject, which 
we hope may appear within these covers. It is, alas, a persistent habit of guide
books to give no references, and this becomes a greater pity when much of the 
historical information is new. But instead of a short bibliography we are treated 
here to no less than six pages out of twenty-eight, telling us of the other sites in 
the Ministry's care and giving gratuitously the meaning of words like Merlan and 
Trebucket, which do not occur in the text. Furthermore, the Ministry, with all 
the resources of the land at its disposal, can surely produce a better cover, and 
better pictures than Plate 4: a poor photograph, badly retouched. 

Once past this, however, the history of this fascinating and romantic building 
is clearly summarised, and we are taken round the existing remains with the aid of 
an excellent plan. Archreologists must lament that much still lies buried, and that 
the wilderness and brick towers are in so poor a condition; and some may note the 
omission of reference to the metal objects and pottery found in the wells. It is a 
pity that the delightful rhyme describing King James I's visit is not quoted, and 
that no mention is made of the kinds of stone used or the quarries from which 
they came, a subject now of increasing importance. It is also not clear what the 
defences were on the northern side. 

One cannot help feeling that there remains much information yet to be dis
covered regarding so influential a family, and a full account of the siege of 1644-6 
would be of wide general interest. Even so, we have a publication which will 
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enrich the casual visit and be a useful stand-by to the historian, since it is free of 
that parish-pump pride which spoils so many works of this nature. And having 
read it, we can forget that stupid film and seek new pleasure in Ivanhoe. 

DAVID T.-D. CLARKE 

HANDLIST OF LEICESTERSHIRE PARISH REGISTERS TRANSCRIPTS. Leicester# 
Museums and Art Gallery. 1953. 44 pp. 2s. 6d. 

Every one who works in the Archives Department of Leicester Museum is indebted 
to the knowledge, care, and kindness of the City Archivist and her assistant. They 
have now rendered us all a service by preparing this admirable handlist. It is 
prefaced by a clear introduction, explaining the origin of the transcripts and their 
value to us today. In the archdeaconry of Leicester the transcripts begin un
usually early; and though they are far from continuous or complete, they often 
enable us to supplement or correct the original parish registers. Above all, they are 
collected in one place and conveniently accessible to students. This is a model 
guide to one of the main sources for the parochial and biographical history of 
Leicestershire. J. s. 

A HANDLIST OF THE RECORDS OF THE BISHOP OF LINCOLN AND OF THE ARCHDEACONS 
OF LINCOLN AND STOW. By Kathleen Major. 1953. xiv + 122 pp. Oxford 
University Press. London: Cumberlege. 16s. 

"Under his treatment", wrote Sir Frank Stenton in 1937 in his memoir of Canon 
C. W. Foster, "the archives of Lincoln became national records". 1 Now knowledge 
of these records is made accessible even more widely by the publication of the 
present handlist, compiled by Miss Kathleen Major who carried on Canon Foster's 
work both in the care and the publication of the Lincoln Diocesan Records. Miss 
Major points out that the Handlist, like every other useful development in the care 
of these records, has its basis in Canon Foster's work. But his brief typescript list 
has been greatly expanded to form a clearly arranged and sufficiently detailed guide 
to the riches of this great collection. It would please his gracious ghost. 

Although the virtual independence of the archdeaconry of Leicester resulted 
in the retention in its own registry of many documents which might otherwise have 
been found in Lincoln, there is still a great deal of material in the diocesan centre 
to interest the Leicestershire historian. The earliest episcopal visitation book in 
the collection records the visitation of the Leicester Archdeaconry by Bishop 
Repingdon in 1413. On this occasion the deaneries of Guthlaxton and Sparkenhoe, 
though not much larger than the other four deaneries in the archdeaconry, took 
twice and three times as much of the bishop's time as the others : "one can only 
conclude the inhabitants were more wicked".2 Among many other records of 

· Leicestershire interest there is space only to notice an episcopal recommendation to 
the clergy of three archdeaconries of Thomas Percy, proctor of the hospital of 
Burton Lazars, a seller of papal indulgences in 1488; and that among the eighteenth
century Libri Cieri (registers of diocesan clergy) is one, which includes the Leicester 
archdeaconry, containing "personal comments" by the bishop. 

This handlist is not only valuable as a guide to the Lincoln collection of dio
cesan records: it also provides a convenient list of the types of document produced 
in the administration of an ancient diocese. The arrangement of the classes of 
documents and the clear explanations of their nature serve to make this list a 
useful reference book of ecclesiastical administrative procedure. It is a pity, there
fore, that some few technical terms are left unexplained; for instance Specula, 
where the name is not self-explanatory. However there is a reference to the 
printed Speculum Dioceseos of Bishops Wake and Gibson where the puzzle is easily 
solved: in fact, wherever the Hanalist is laconic it is because there is a printed 
volume which supplies the deficiency. Only on pages 2 and 3 has the carefully 
consistent indentations of headings in the descriptions of documents gone astray. 
This results, at the foot of page 2, in an entry which would seem to make Bishop 
Sutton begin his ordinations after his death. But fortunately this register too is 
described elsewhere in print and the reference is given. No small part of the 
value of this handlist lies in these references to printed volumes, and to calendars 
both in print and in manuscript, as well as to monographs which concern the 
records. A. K. B. EVANS 
1 Lincoln Record Society, vol. xxxii, p. xv. 
2 K. Major, "The Lincoln Diocesan Records", Trans. R.oy. Hist. Soc., 4th series, 

xxii (1940), 60. 
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MONASTIC SITES FROM THE AIR. By David Knowles and J. K. St. Joseph. 
Cambridge University Press. 1952. xxviii + 283 pp. 55s. 

This is the first volume of a new series, the Cambridge Air Surveys. The 138 plates 
are the work of Dr. St. Joseph, Curator in Aerial Photography in the University 
of Cambridge. Professor Knowles contributes a general introduction, in which 
he discusses the ground-plan of medieval religious houses in Great Britain, and a 
commentary on the photographs. 

A quarter of a century has now passed since Dr. Crawford and Mr. Keiller 
demonstrated, in Wessex from the Air, the immense potential value of aerial photo
graphy to archreological and historical research. Since then a great deal of progress 
has been made, both in the technique of aerial photography and in the interpretation 
of its results, and it has now become recognised as one of the standard instruments 
at the archreologist's disposal. 

The value of this book lies especially, perhaps, in the great range of sites that 
are discussed in it. Some of these monasteries have now utterly disappeared on the 
ground but still reveal traces of their plan from the air. At the other end of the 
scale we are shown religious houses that are working today, like Parkminster and 
Buckfast. 

It so happens that the five Leicestershire houses considered here illustrate this 
point very clearly. Mount St. Bernard has been included, as a modern, living 
monastery, and it prompts a salutary comment from Professor Knowles: "If the 
whole design is, architecturally speaking, more huddled and domesticised than a 
medieval abbey would have been, the layout of its gardens, hedges, farm-buildings 
and the rest warns us that such a site as Byland would, in its heyday, have looked 
very different from its present aspect of smooth greenery". Ulverscroft and Grace 
Dieu can both show substantial ruins: Ulverscroft, indeed, looks more striking from 
the air than from the ground. At Croxton and Kirby Bellars, on the other hand, 
there is no masonry to show at all. But at Kirby Bellars the three-sided depression 
to the north of the parish church, perhaps representing the fish-ponds of the 
Augustinian priory, is beautifully visible. This photograph might be said to throw 
out a rousing challenge to Leicestershire, and to this Society in particular. Within 
the bounds of the single parish of Kirby Bellars there are half a dozen problems 
crying for archreological investigation. Not one of them has ever been examined. 
Now that work is in progress here on the topographical volumes of the Victoria 
County History, it is urgently desirable that such problems should be tackled, at the 
earliest possible date. 

Here is a local example of the kind of stimulus that this book will provide to 
readers all over the country. For the air-photograph forces one to regard its sub
ject in a fresh light. It will reveal a new beauty, even in famous places like Milton 
Abbas and Durham. It will touch the imagination-sometimes very sharply indeed, 
as at Sempringham. And again and again it will help to make clear what cannot 
be taken in at a glance from the ground and is · never quite real on an architectural 
plan. The tangle of buildings suddenly falls into place: a new image is now etched 
on one's mind for ever, of Newstead or Lanercost or Leiston. 

J. s. 

JOHN WYCLIFFE AND THE BEGINNINGS OF ENGLISH NONCONFORMITY. By K. B. 
McFarlane. English Universities Press. 1952. 197 pp. 7s. 6d. 

It was inevitable that Wycliffe, whether regarded as the heresiarch who disturbed 
the orthodox peace of the medieval English church, or as the reformer who pre
figured the doctrines and attitudes of the sixteenth century, should have excited 
great controversy. In the past, however, the comparatively meagre details of his 
life and the progress of his unorthodoxy have often been coloured by the imagination 
of his biographers, who have supplied the deficiencies of their material with a 
picturesque and fallacious treatment of the world in which they supposed him to 
have lived. Although Mr. McFarlane makes no claim to have uncovered new 
evidence of Wycliffe himself, he writes impartially of the man and expertly of the 
period, and has added much to our knowledge of the early Lollards. This is a book 
that any one may read with pleasure and profit. 
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We are delivered, in the first place, from the spectacle of three or four 
Wycliffes; the apparently conflicting references in Oxford can be, and are, resolved 
by an understanding of the peculiar differences between the medieval and the later 
university. There is little enough that can be done to follow the personal thought 
of Wycliffe, but his career in Oxford, as one of the greatest masters in the Schools, 
and outside as an adviser to the government, is set forth with particular emphasis 
upon his various failures to secure preferment. 

Upon the withdrawal of Wycliffe from Oxford to his rectory at Lutterworth, 
after May 1381, our attention is transferred to his disciples; for although Wycliffe's 
decision to turn to the instruction of the laity is almost his whole claim to later 
renown, his personal influence outside the university seems to have been negligible. 
There was at first a possibility that the new sect would remain an academic one, 
able to make converts at the university. Though this might have modified its 
popular appeal, the recruitment of graduates would have given it a footing among 
the most influential members of the church, and the subsequent history of English 
dissent might well have been bloodier than it was. This possibility, however, was 
ended by Archbishop Courtenay's descent upon Oxford in the winter of 1382, and 
from that time Lollardy takes on its peculiar colour, appealing to unbeneficed priests 
and literate laymen, and rapidly losing its early tenuous connection with the landed 
gentry. 

It is perhaps here that the book touches most closely the interests of members 
of this Society, for until the suppression of Oldcastle's rebellion Lollardy is predom
inantly a Midland sect. There was a notable early nest of Lollards at Leicester, 
at first connected with Oxford, whose most remarkable member, William Swinderby, 
moved ultimately into Wales. The useful end-paper maps show at once how largely 
the Midland counties contributed to Oldcastle's forlorn venture, and offer some 
indication of how local work may best follow up Mr. McFarlane's admirable 
contribution. For the most original part of this book, and that which most makes 
its shortness regrettable, is covered by the second part of the title. Bishops' 
registers and the records of King's Bench have yielded new evidence of proselytising 
activities and of the elements of Oldcastle's rebellion; similarly painstaking work in 
these and local records might make the obscure and inarticulate discontents of the 
following period as intelligible as are now the beginnings of English nonconformity. 

G. H. MARTIN 

THE JOURNAL OF GEORGE Fox. Edited by John Nickalls. Cambridge University 
Press. 1952. xlviii + 789 pp. 21s. 

"The Truth sprang up first in Leicestershire in 1644." These are George Fox's 
words, recorded by his stepson-in-law, Thomas Lower, in 1676. Fox has a strong 
claim to be considered the greatest of Leicestershire men, his writings the most 
influential that have ever come out of the county. The chief of them is the Journal, 
a book rather unhappily named. For it is not properly a journal at all, a day-to
day record of events. Rather, it is a series of autobiographical narratives, which 
have been woven into one by their editors. The standard edition is Mr. Norman 
Penney's, published in 1911. This one is in no sense designed to supersede it. Mr. 
Nickalls's object is different. He wishes to present an edition "sufficiently modernised 
to appeal to the general reader", but one that is closer to the originals than 
Thomas Ellwood's rather free version, which up to now has been most widely used. 
Mr. Penney's excellent edition, though quite indispensable to a full understanding 
of Fox and the movement he founded, is, to the ordinary reader, forbidding. It 
preserves the original orthography, which is notoriously eccentric: it takes practice 
to be able to read it as a continuous story. Here Mr. Nickalls offers us an un
abridged text that is easy to read, in a modernised spelling and with the convenience 
of punctuation. Yet he has not made it falsely smooth: the roughnesses and 
oddities of the original stand out on every page. It is a sensible and scholarly 
compromise. 

Those who have struggled with the book in Mr. Penney's edition will find this 
new version an astonishing contrast. It is now possible to appreciate much more 
readily the whole of Fox's strange and unique personality. His endurance, the 
depth and sincerity of his convictions-these are qualities he shares with other 
religious prophets. He shows too a familiar and very disagreeable zest in the 
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confounding of his opponents ("the judgments of God pursued several other envious 
persons against me"). But on the other hand he has also a sense of humour that 
in prophets is very rare indeed, and a gift of summing up a situation in a flash: 
"The Independents, Baptists, and Presbyterians had a tenderness at their first rise, 
and cried tithes were anti-christian, ... but when they were got up and got many 
members, they began to make laws and orders and said, 'Hitherto shalt thou go'." 
The strength and power of Fox, and his massive patience, are unforgettable. This 
book is the record of his journeys, his trials, and his ultimate triumph. 

THE WORTHIES OF ENGLAND. 
and Unwin. 1952. xvn 

J. s. 

By Thomas Fuller. Edited by John Freeman. Allen 
+ 716 pp. 42s. 

Fuller's Worthies is a work more commonly cited than read. Some sentences from 
it have become part of the stock-in-trade of topographical writers: "the lands in 
Berkshire are very skittish and often cast their owners"; "Queen Elizabeth was wont 
to say of their gentry [in Devon], 'They were all courtiers with a becoming confi
dence'", and a few more of the same kind. His style, epigrammatic and quaint, 
lends itself excellently to quotation. Yet these single phrases give very little idea of 
his real quality: that can be discerned only by an extended reading. The last 
edition of the book appeared in 1840. Mr. Freeman has now had the good idea of 
producing a large abridgement, cut down into one volume yet big enough to keep 
the whole of the main substance of the original work. Certain sections, such as the 
lists of sheriffs, can easily be dispensed with, and there are a good many biographies 
that are of no value, either for matter or for manner. These can all be dropped. 
But further abridgement raises difficulties. Mr. Freeman has boldly omitted almost 
the whole of the long introduction: a pity, for it contained much that is memorable. 
("We have observed these nativities of princes, because such signal persons are not 
only oaks amongst underwoods but landmarks amongst oaks, and the directory for 
the methodical regulation of history.") In the main body of the work, where the 
worthies are described county by county, he has been forced to omit some lives that 
are interesting, besides those that are dull or have lost their point. Let us take his 
treatment of Leicestershire as an example. 

The total number of Leicestershire biographies in the original is forty-six. 
Mr. Freeman has halved it. Only three of the lives he has omitted can be said, I 
think, to contain anything remarkable: Gilbert Segrave. Jeffery de Harby, and John 
Herdwicke. Each of the first two contains a fine sentence: of Segrave, "This 
kinsman of the Pope's, lying on his p.eathbed, was troubled in conscience (which 
speaketh loudest when men begin to be speechless, and all sores pain most when 
near night) ... "; of Harby, a confessor to Edward III, "For know King Edward 
reigned fifty years; and confessors being aged before admitted to their place, his 
vivaciousness did wear out many of them". John Herdwicke's short life ought 
surely to have been retained for its anecdote of the battle of Bosworth: though 
Mr. Freeman might answer that the story is lifted from William Burton. But on 
the whole, very few lives that matter have gone. All the best-Mary Grey, Latimer, 
the Duke of Buckingham, Richard Vines, the poet Cleveland-are still here to 
delight us. 

Mr. Freeman has removed much of Fuller's discussion of local proverbs. 
In Leicestershire that does not greatly matter, for Fuller himself noted only two, 
and one of them, "Bean-belly Leicestershire", appears here. But elsewhere, (in 
Berkshire, for instance), the loss is more serious. 

Finally, a word on the editing. Mr. Freeman has, I think rightly, modernised 
Fuller's spelling and punctuation. But his treatment of place-names is capricious. 
Sometimes he corrects Fuller silently, to our advantage : as in substituting 
"Hawstead" for "Halstead" in the life of Bishop Hall (p. 319). Yet he leaves 
"Little Sheppey"standing (p. 315). It takes a minute or two to realise that this means 
the place we know as Sheepy Parva. Personally, too, I regret the re-arrangement of 
the biographies that Mr. Freeman has undertaken, but perhaps that is just blind 
conservatism. · 

If one does not agree with everything that Mr. Freeman has done, one must 
be grateful for what he offers us. Here is a most profitable investment. Any one 
who buys this book will come by much more than two guineas' worth of pleasure 
in the long evenings of winter. 

J. s. 
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ARCH1£.0LOGICAL BULLETIN FOR GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, 1948-1949. Council 
for British Archreology, IO Bolton Gardens, London, S.W.5. 1952. x+ 102 pp. 
4s. 6d. 

The era of the Great Antiquarians who personally financed extensive excavations 
and followed them up by lavish gilt-edged publications has now been succeeded by 
the era of the Expert or the Expert-Amateur, digging for limited periods and 
publishing his results in concise articles in one of the twenty-one National or 
seventy-six English publications of our National or County Societies. Though 
the spectacular loot is thus lessened, the historical information has been widely 
increased, and since no private individual can afford to subscribe to every County 
Society, an Annual Index of the main articles is a necessity which this useful pub
lication is intended to initiate. The heavy work of compilation adequately explains 
its three-year retrospect, and it is divided into two parts: (a) counties, with dis
coveries, and (b) bibliography of articles. 

We welcome it as a most useful addition to archreological literature, and as it 
runs up till 1600 there will be much in it to interest the library-historian as well 
as his mud-and-blood colleague. It is true that the quality of the articles listed 
under Leicestershire varies widely, but the purpose of a bibliography is to be 
comprehensive. One wonders, however, whether a definitive publication (e. g. the 
Welby hoard) should not be distinguished from a re-hash (St. Nicholas) or an 
incidental note (St. Margaret's well). 

Two things stand out from this production. First is the priceless contribu
tion being made to historical study by local publications, often at great peril to their 
overdrafts. One trembles to think upon what slender thread the whole fabric 
is suspended, and how much modern scholars are ib.debted to the faithful few. 
Secondly, as your reviewer is mostly interested in things and their associations, 
he would like to see an index of objects. But before that can be done, it is neces
sary to have a standard terminology, for which publications like this serve to 
emphasise the need. It emphasises too how long we have been without the in
valuable services of this co-ordinating body. 

D. T.-D. C. 

The Council for British Archreology has also published two booklets: a Memorandum 
on the Ancient M .onuments Acts (reprehep.sibly undated, but published in 1952) 
and The Preservation of Buildings of Historic Interest: a Note on the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947 (1953, price 6d.) They offer a brief and clear summary 
of the highly complicated legislation now in force, which will be useful to all laymen 
who are willing to assist the Ministry ·of Works in its duty of listing and preserving 
ancient monuments and historic buildings. 

J. s. 


